CONCLUSION
WE propose to summarize in broad outline what Old Comedy
has taught us about the life of the Athenian people, and to add
some final conclusions
The life of a citizen in Attica was at this time rooted in the
life of his family and deme, that is to say in an emotional and
traditional atmosphere which seems to have suffered more
from the conflict and contrast between the generations (a con-
flict which had only recently become apparent) than from the
freedom which man enjoyed by the rules of an essentially male
society. The contrast of the generations is characterized by
two main features: the importance attached to money and pro-
perty, and the change in the methods and purpose of education
and instruction, and both these factors were of significance in
various other connections.
The peasants were in grave distress because of the war and
the course of economic developments.   They were numerous
and consequently of economic importance; they also formed a
very stable basis in the population by reason of their rural sim-
plicity, their unpolitical desire for peace, their old-fashioned
-petit bourgeois ideal of life.  When the tension between town
and country grew and the impoverishment of the farmers
became more serious, their general importance diminished,
but it  never  disappeared  completely.    Both  peasants  and
nobility were opposed to the economic and intellectual ten-
dencies of the age.   But the nobility was at this time under-
going a process of internal dissolution, brought about by its
own luxury and degeneration as well as by the political and
social preponderance of democracy and the teaching of the
sophists. Athenian aristocracy was dying, and the few men of
wealth and standing who existed besides the nobles had no
social character of their own.
Traders and craftsmen, in spite of their modest and some-
what primitive methods of business, more and more took over
the leadership of the State, politically as well as economically.
The whole structure of Athenian economics was on such a
large scale that it led to far-reaching specialization and intensi-
fication, which were of great importance for future economic
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